Dear Parent/Guardian, 
Each day your child attends his/her reading class; this “book bag” will be brought home.  In the bag, you will find a book that is appropriate to your child’s reading level.  You will also find a reading log.  This reading log is to provide a form of communication between parent and teacher.  Your feedback on the form will help me provide your child with more appropriate leveled books. 
Please have your child spend 15 minutes per night reading.  At this beginning level of reading, we are working on building decoding fluency.  Practicing at home rereading our decodable books and these leveled books is crucial to helping your child succeed.
Reading with a beginning reader can be difficult at times.  They can be inconsistent.  They may know a word one day, but not the next.  They also may read short choppy words, with little focus on punctuation.  These behaviors are normal and will improve with consistent practice.   Here are some tips for reading with a beginning reader:
1.)  Give them time to read.  They should be reading at least 15 minutes per day.  This reading should be with a book that is appropriate to their level. 
2.) Let them reread the same books.  This helps build their fluency. The decodable books they will bring home are a great resource for this strategy.  
3.) Encourage students to pay attention to the print rather than pictures.  If they are stuck on a word, help them decode the word using cumulative blending.  
4.) Remind students to always track with their fingers or a pointer while they are reading. 
5.)  Take turns reading.  When children listen to stories, they are able to hear what fluent reading sounds like. 
Remember to nurture your beginning reader in a way that helps make reading a daily habit and a lifelong love.  If you have any questions with any of the books, or reading with your child, please let me know!
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Thank you, 

Mrs. Dinger
Peebles Reading Specialist
edinger@northallegheny.org
[bookmark: _GoBack]
image1.png




